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CO  FEES  CONVENTION  RECOMMENDS  REMOVAL  OF  WAR  CONTROLS  OF  COFFEE.     The  coffee  indus- 
try, meeting  at  Hot  Springs,  Va. ,  last  week  recommended  simultaneous  removal  of 
all  wartime  controls  of  coffee  "as  soon  as  it  is  consistent  with  over-all  Govern- 
ment policies."    It  also  favored  increase  in  quotas  to.  permit  entrance  of  more 
coffee  and  voted  to  invite  Ecuador,  Guatemala,  Haiti,  Honduras,  Nicaragua,  and 
Peru  to  join  the  Pan  American  Coffee  Bureau,  in  which  14  producing  countries  are 
now  enrolled.     (The  Journal  of  Commerce,  10/30/44) 

BOLIVIA!"  MI  SSI  0"  OF  COOPERATIVES  IN  WASHINGTON.    The  Bolivian  mission  of  Coopera- 
tives, which  is  touring  the  U.  S.  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Cooperative  League 
of  the  U.S.A.,  is  scheduled  to  "be  in  Washington  this  week.    The  members  of  the 
mission  have  stated  that  at  the  convention  of  the  Boltvarian  Cooperative  Union  to 
he  held  in  Caracas  on  December  15  agreements  between  Latin  American  and  North 
American  cooperatives  to  expand  greatly  trading  and  exchange  of  information  be- 
tween the  various  groups  should  be  worked  out.    They  pointed  out  the  need  in  Latin 
America  of  technical  advisers  and  of  agricultural  equipment.    They  believe  that 
at  the  December  15  meeting  the  Bolivarian  group,  which  represents  cooperatives 
in  Colombia,  Cuba,  Ecuador, " Panama,  Peru,  Bolivia,  and  Venezuela,  will  approve 
the  proposed  formation  of  the  International  Cooperative  Trading  and  Manufactur- 
ing Association,  which  already  has  received  the  endorsement  of  cooperatives  in 
this  country,  Sweden,  and  China.     (New  York  Times,  10/27/44). 

PLASTIC  PACKAGING  TO  FREE  NATURAL  RUBBER.    Development  of  the  first  plastic 
moisture-proof  packaging  film  and  the  consequent  freeing  of  great  quantities  of 
scarce  natural  rubber  for  war  uses  have  been  announced.    Complete  aircraft  engines 
and  hundreds  of  small,  intricate  mechanical  parts  which  would  be  ruined  by  mois- 
ture are  being  shipped  safely  to  all  war  fronts  in  protecti'-e  coverings  of  the 
new  film.     (The  Journal  of  Commerce.  10/31/44) 

ARGENTINE  MINISTER  OF  AGRICULTURE  RESIGNS.     The  Argentine  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Gen.  Diego  Luis  Mason,  who  has  served  since  June  1943,  has  resigned. 
(Washington  Post.  10/27/44) 

BRAZIL  BUYING  TRACTORS  IN  U.  S.    One  hundred  thousand  tractors  will  be  purchased 
from  the  U.  S.  for  distribution  in  all  agricultural  zones  of  Brazil,  in  a  long- 
range  agricultural  plan  of  mechanization  to  create  mass  production.     The  plan  also 
includes  the  building  of  free  and  bonded  warehouses  at  which  farmers  will  be  able 
to  keep  their  products.     (New  York  Times.  ll/l/44) 

COFFEE  CROP  I  IT  SAO  PAULO  IfTROVED.    Heavy  rains  have  set  the  coffee  trees  bloom- 
ing in  Sao  Paulo  after  the  drought  which  had  threatened  the  coffee  crop. 
(New  York  Times.  10/30/44) 
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CHILE  PLANS  TO  ENLARGE  ITS  SHIPPING-  FACILITIES,    Believing  that  industrialization 
is  only  part  of  the  process  of  economic  independence,  Chile. plans  to  increase  its 
shipping  to  carry  at  least  half  of  its  foreign  trade  under  its  own  flag.  The 
country  expects  to  spend  approximately  $100,000,000  in  the  pro  ject. 
(Christian  Science  Monitor.  10/30/44)  " 

COSTA  RICA  BUYING  FROM  NICARAGUA.    Costa  Rica  wishes  to  "buy  from  Nicaragua 
10,000,000  pounds  of  rice,  the  same  quantity  of  corn  and  beans,  30,000  head  of 
cattle,  and  large  quantities  of  lard,  "butter,  cheese,  and  oils.  Mechanization 
and  agricultural  improvement  necessary  to  meet  those  demands  have  already  "been 
started  in  Nicaragua.    Many  large  landowners  who  formerly  grew  coffee  and  sugar 
and  raised  cattle  have  abandoned  their  coffee  plantations  because  of  small  profits 
and  have  gone  in  for  grains.     (New  York  Times,  10/31/44) 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC  LACKS  SISAL.    Operations  in  the  bag  factory  established  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  in  1942  were  severely  curtailed  during  June,  July,  and  August 
this  year  because  sisal  was  not  available  in  sufficient  quantities  to  warrant 
large-scale  production.     Sisal  experiments  are  now  being  conducted  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  cultivation  is- being  encouraged,  in  an  effort  to  produce  sufficient  sisal 
to  fill  the  needs  of  the  domestic  bag  and  rope  factories, 
(The  Journal  of  Commerce.  ll/l/44) 

RECORD  WOOL  YIELD  IN  URUGUAY.    The  wool  yield  in  Uruguay  is  reported  to  be  one  of 
the  greatest  in  that  country's  history.    Approximately  10  percent  is  said  to  be 
needed  for  Uruguayan  markets  and  the  -rest  to  be  for  export  to  the  U.  S. 
(New  York  Times,  10/28/44)  •  
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AIR  SERVICE  BETWEEN  PARiC  AND  IQ.'JITOS  ESTABLISHED.     A  regular' weekly  passenger  and 
express  air  service  has  recently  been  established  between  Para\  Brazil,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Amazon,  and  Iquitos,  Peru,  trading  and  administrative  center  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  great  river.    Planes  arrive  at  Iquitos  on  Tuesdays  and  re- 
turn on  Wednesdays.     (New  York  Times.  11/9/44) 

ABACA  TO  EE  SHIPPED  FROM -PHILIPPINES  IMMEDIATELY.  ;  To  supplement  the  supply  of 
higher-quality  abaca  now  grown  in  Central  America  and  to  help  meet  the  great  r, -  d 
for  the  fiber,  the  =toaea  now  available  on  the  recently  freed  islands  of  Leytc'- and  ■  ; 
Samar  is  to  be  shipped  immediately.    Most  of  the  abaca  on  these  islands 'grows- 
wild  and  is  known  as  "volunteer  growth."    Though  the  quality, is  inferior,  the-, 
fiber  is  long.    The  supply  available  immediately  is  expected  to  ,bo  moved  by  the  ...  ■ 
Navy  and  to  be  used  for  Army  and  Navy  uses  only.     (The  Journal  of  Commerce,  11/2/44 

NEW  ODORLESS  FLY  SPRAY  FROM  PYRSTHRUM.    A  new  odorless  fly  spray  which -will  be  . 
less  likely  to  nroduce  irritating  rashes  or  hay  fever  symptoms'  has  been  perfected, 
made  from  pyrethrum.    The  odorless'  spray  was  developed  by  three  chemists  in  the 
Beltsvillo  Research  Center.     (The  Journal  of  Commerce,  11/2/44) 

BRAZILIAN-U.  S.  MIXED  TRADE  COMMISSION  CONVENES.  The  Brazilian-U.  S.  Mixed  Trade 
Commission  convened  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  November  4.  Among  the  projects  on  the 
agenda  were:  Removal  of  obstacles  hampering  mutual  trade  developments,  such  as 
legal  interpretations,  unfair  customs  barriers,-  and  deficient  trade  financing; • 
devising  of  formulas  to  assist  North  Americans  desiring  to  invest  capital  in 
Brazil;  drafting  of  procedures  to  guide  in  expansion  of  trade  possibilities  and 
industires;   survey  of  Brazilian  raw  materials  resources.     (New.  York  Times,  II/4/44) 

CHILE  HAS  NEW  TIRE  FACTORY.    A  tire  factory,   the  first  of  its  kind  in  Chile,  has 
been  recently  opened  in  Maipu,  near  Santiago.     The. plant  has  a  productive  capac- 
ity of  1,000  tires  weekly  and  is  to  draw  its  supplies  of  rubber  and.  cotton  from 
Brazil,  Peru,  and  Ecuador.     (New  York  Times,   11/ 5/44)  - 

AGREEMENT  IN  CUBAN  SUGAR  NEGOTIATIONS.     In  the  negotiations  for. 'the  sale  of  the 
Guban  sugar  crop,  which  were  resumed  in  Washington  last  Monday  between  the  Com- 
modity Credit  Corporation  and  the  Cuban  delegates,  the  agreement  has  been  reached 
tentatively  to.  proceed  on  the  basis  of  two  crops. 
(The  Journal  of  Commerce.   11/2/44)  :  •. 

COTTON  PLANTATIONS  IN  MEXICO  DAMAGED  BY  FLOODS.  Damage  of  some' $2,  500, 000  wr.s 
done  to  cotton  plantations  in  the'  Laguna.  district,  Mexico's  great  cotton  zcr.:., 
by  recent  floods.     (The  Journal  of  Commerce,  10/27/44) 
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PRICES  OF  PANAMA.  HATS  FROM  ECUADOR  REGULATED.    Price  ceilings  for  Panama  hats 
from  Ecuador  have  been  established  by  OPA.    They  are  about  20  percent  rnore  than 
those  of  the  1943  selling  season.    During  1943  prices  of  the  so-called  Panama 
hats,  which  are  made  in  Ecuador  rather  than  in  Panama,  were  increased  because  of 
increased  wages  in  Ecuador.    The  figures  quoted  this  year  by  Ecuadoran  shippers 
have  been  about  35  percent  higher  than  those  a  year  ago.    The  OPA  decision  is 
expected  to  lower  those  quotations.    The  decision  does  not  affect  existing 
contracts.     (New  York  Times.  11/9/44) 

PARAGUAY  TO  ATTEND  INTERNATIONAL  BUSINESS  CONFERENCE.    Paraguay's  acceptance  of 
the  invitation  to  attend  the  International  Business  Conference  in  Rye,  N.  Y. , 
completed  the  acceptances  by  the  52  nations  invited.    Twenty-two  foreign  dele- 
gates at  the  conference  represent  the  world  cotton  industry.     (New  York  Times, 
11/7/44) 

PERU  IMPROVING  POTATOES.    Three  hundred  and  seven  varieties  of  potatoes  from  all 
over  Peru  are  being  planted  in  the  Canta  district  near  Lima.    They  will  be  grown 
in  irrigated  fields  under  the  supervision  of  La  Molina  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station,  Department  of  Vegetable  Genetics.    The  object  of  the  experiment  is  to 
propagate  throughout  the  country  the  most  valuable  species  of  potatoes  developed 
in  these  plantings  and  eventually  to  make  certified  seed  potatoes  available  for 
Peruvian  planters.     (New  York  Times,  11/4/44) 

PERU  EXPORTING  COAL.    Peru  exported  last  year  some  25,990  tons  (short)  of  coal 
to  Chile,  Argentina,  Uruguay,  and  other  South  American  countries.    This  is  an 
increase  of  approximately  71  percent  over  1942  exports.    Most  of  this  coal  came 
from  the  Department  of  Ancash.     Improved  transportation  is  expected  to  cause 
even  greater  increase  in  the  future.     (New  York  Times,  11/ 4/44) 

PERU'S  PACTS  RENEWED.     The  agreement  between  the  Government  of  Peru  and  the  U.  S. 
Commercial  Co.,  an  agency  of  the  U.  S.  Government,  for  the  purchase  of  Peruvian 
metals  and  minerals  has  been  extended  for  another  year,  effective  July  1  last.  A 
similar  extension, until  March  31,  1946,  has  been  granted  by  the  Rubber  Develop- 
ment Corporation,  also  an  agency  of  the  U.  S.  Government,  by  which  the  bonus  of 
33-1/ 3  percent  is  given  for  rubber  produced  in  Peru.     (New  York  Times,  11/8/44) 
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NO  *tct.  Ttt  goJTO  PRICE  CEILING.    The  request  of  the  Inter-American  Coffee  Board 
for  an  increase  in  the  price  for  unground  coffee  has  been  refused  as  a  step  in  the 
^hUizaUo"  orograt  ?(New  York  Tine.,   ll/l6/44)  Sales  of  coffee  in  the  interior 
of  Brazil  have"  recently  been  made  at  the  equivalent  of  19.6  cen  *•  ^S~**6 
cents  above  ceiling  prices  here.    During  October  Colombia  exported  650  000  bags 
of  coffee,  of  which  612,315  were  for  the  U.  S.    (Journal  of  Commerce,  11/13&9/44) 

COPRA  FROM  PWTT.TPPTTras  PMNMg  ON  SKIPPING  SITUATION.     Because  the  need  for 
abaca  for  the  Army  and  Navy~is  more  urgent  than  that  for  copra  and  coconut  oil 
shipping  space  for  the  coconut  products  is  not  likely  to  be  available  immediately. 
Also    the  crushing  plant?  for  coconut  oil  are  located  on  Luzon  Island  m  territory 
still  in  Japanese  hands.    At  present  the  only  supplies  of  copra  and  coconut  oil 
are  coming  from  Latin  American  countries.     (Journal  of  Commerce,  11/9/44; 

ARGENTINA  TO  PRODUCE  OWN  RUBBER.     The  first  positive  step  toward  the  manufacture 
of  synthetic  rubber  in  Argentina  is  the  formation  of  a  mixed  Government-private 
company  to  be  called  "ATANOR. "    The  State  is,  apparently,  to  decide  its  policies. 
At  the  same  time  military  authorities  are  studying  rubber-producing  plants.  The 
curupi  tree  is  one  of  these.    This  tree  produces  a  white  latex  which  contains  20 
percent  of  industrial  rubber.     Various  experiments  are  being  made  with  the  latex. 
(Christian  Science  Monitor,  ll/ll/44) 

U.  S.  SENDING  WESAT  TO  BOLIVIA.     The  U.  S.  has  sent  a  shipload  of  wheat  to  meet 
a  threatened  shortage  in  Bolivia,   following  the  50  percent  cut  in  wheat  shipments 
from  Argentina.     (Washington  Post,  11/ 15/44) 

SAO  PAULO  COTTON  CROP  LARGS.     The  1943-44  cotton  crop  of  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  is 
said  to  be  the  largest  crop  on  record.     (Journal  of  Commerce,   11/ 10/44) 

KANT  USES  FOR  BABASSU  NUTS  IN  BRAZIL.    Babassu  nuts  are  used  for  many  purposes  in 
Brazil.     The  oil  i  s  an  excellent  substitute  for  olive  oil,  pork  lard,  and  coconut 
oil;  the  pith  supplies  a  powder  like  malted  milk  or  chocola.te;  the  shell  makes 
buttons;  and  the  whole  nut  produces  heat  much  as  coal  does.     Babassu  trees  are 
estimated  at  13,000,000,000,  each  bearing  2  to  4  bunches  containing  200  to  600 
nuts  twice  a  year.     Each  nut  is  the  size  and  shape  of  a  lemon  and  contains  2  to  6 
finger-shaped  kernels.     (New  York  Times,  ll/ll/44) 

KURRICAT5  PAMAG-3S  CUBAN  HONEY.     The  recent  hurricane  that  swept  across  Cuba  is  re- 
ported to  have  "blown  to  pieces"  most  of  the  apiaries  in  the  provinces  of  Pinar  de 
Rio,  Havana,  and  Matanzas.     This  means  that  the  most  important  honey-producing  pro- 
vinces will  have  no  oroduction  this  year.     (Journal  of  Commerce,  11/9/44) 

MEXICAN  EMBARGO  REVISED.     The  Mexican  embargo  has  been  revised  to  allow  carload  - 
lot  shipments  to  Mexican  border  points  where  such  cargo  will  not  later  move  over 
the  National  Railways  of  Mexico  but  will  be  ship-oed  by  one  of  three  designated 
railways.     (Journal  of  Commerce,   11/ 14/44) 

PERU  PLANTS  ORANGE  TREES.     Some  20,000  orange  trees  were  planted  in  Peru  during 
the  past  year.     (Washington  Evening  Star.  11/13/44) 
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LATIN  AMERICAN  ABACA  TO  MEET  U.S.  NEEDS  BY  1946.    Plantations ^in  Panama,  Guatemala, 
Honduras,  and  Costa  Rica  have  at  prese..';  42,000  acres  of  abaca  under  cultivation, 
and  production  is  estimated  to  be  at  the  rate  of  from  3,000  to  3,500  pounds  of  dry- 
fiber  per  acre  per  year.    In  the  Province  of  Bocas  del  Toro  production  has  been 
under  way  for  3  months,  in  Costa  Rica  4  months,  and  Honduras  will  start  cutting 
in  about  2  months.    The  price  is  expected  to  average  16  cents  per  pound  of  fiber  on 
the  wharf  in  Central  America.    Much  of  the  land  used  for  abaca  in  Panama  was  for- 
merly banana  land  that  was  given  up  because  of  the  prevalence  of  banana  disease. 
(Journal  of  Commerce,  11/21/44) 

COFFEE  CONFERENCE  CALLED.    A  fourth  Pan  American  Coffee  Conference  of  all  coffee- 
producing  countries  has  been  called  for  Mexico  City  at  an  early  date.  Previous 
conferences  ^ince  1936  have  been  held  in  Cuba,  Colombia,  and  New  York  City. 
(Journal  of  Commerce,  11/21/44) 

BRAZIL'S  COCOA  RULE  PROTESTED.    Bahia  Cocoa  Cooperative  has  appealed  to  the  Brazil- 
ian President  for  abandonment  of  the  present  system,  which  requires  compulsory  de- 
livery of  cocoa  to  the  Cocoa  Institute, and  has  asked  a  return  to  the  cooperative 
plan  in  force  during  the  1942-43  crop  season.     (Journal  of  Commerce,  11/22/44) 

TRUCKS  TO  GO  TO  BRAZIL  IN  1945.    U.  S.  will  ship  10,000  trucks  to  Brazil  in  1945, 
according  to  a  statement  of  Governor  Amaral  Peixoto.    Lack  of  transportation  has 
caused  shortages  and  high  prices  in  Rio  de  Janeiro.     (New  York  Times,  ll/2l/44) 

CUBAN  GOVERNMENT  PENALIZES  15  SUGAR  MILLS.    A  decree  has  been  signed  by  President 
Grau  San  Martin  canceling  the  quotas  of  10  American-owned  and  5  Cuban-owned  sugar 
mills  that  failed  to  grind  last  year.    The  mills  had  been  given  30  days  from  last 
September  29  to  make  repairs  for  the  coming  season.    This  they  failed  to  do. 
Their  quotas  may  not  be  transferred  to  other  mills,  but  cane  planters  who  have  em- 
ployed these  mills  heretofore  will  be  permitted  to  grind  in  other  mills.     If  the 
mills  are  mechanically  ready  to  grind  before  January  15,  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture may  reassign  quotas  to  permit  grinding.     (New  York  Times,  11/22/44) 

HAITI  SENDING  BANANAS.    The  entire  output  of  Haiti's  banana  crop,  which  this  year 
is  said  to  surpass  all  previous  records,  is  being  shipped  to  Miami — 500,000 
stalks  this  season.     (Journal  of  Commerce,  11/18/44) 

MEXICAN  INDUSTRIAL  SURVEY  BEGUN.    Under  contract  with  the  Bank  of  Mexico  in  con- 
nection with  the  nation's  industrialization  program,  a  commission  from  the  Armour 
Institute  of  Chicago  has  begun  preliminary  work  on  an  industrial  survey  of  Mex- 
ico that  will  continue  throughout  1945.     (New  York  Times,  11/16/44) 

/.3XI30  HAS  NEW  FOOD  PLANTS .  In  Mexico  City  two  new  food-products  factories,  both 
new  industries  for  the  country,  are  to  be  erected.  One  is  for  the  dehydration  of 
bananas,  the  other  for  the  preparation  of  pure  bee's  honey.  (Journal  of  Commerce, 
11/20/44) 

PERU  INCREASING  CINCHONA  AREA.    In  Peru,  the  area  where  cinchona  trees  are  found 
now  comprises  more  than  27,180,00  acres  along  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Andes 
Mountains  at  elevations  of  1,960  to  9,840  feet.    A  broad  program  of  reforestation 
has  been  put  into  practice,  particularly  in  the  Valley  of  Tambopata,  where  the 
country's  valuable  cinchona  grows.     In  the  course  of  a  year  cinchona  nurseries 
expect  to  be  able  to  furnish  more  than  100,000  plants.  (New  York  Times,  11/23/44) 
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